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************** Press Release***************

Immediate Release – May 17, 2007

“Escaped Aussies” return to Australia to Race at Hamilton Island Race Week

The Escaped Aussies have announced their intention to race to enter Hamilton Island Race Week 2007 adding a 14th regatta and a 6th continent to their global regatta tour. (www.escapedaussies.com ).  They will bring their unique brand of sailing, friendship and charity work to Hamilton Island in August.

When a group of sailing enthusiasts got together in the Caribbean for a sailing regatta, the Escaped Aussies were born.  Seven years later, they are returning to Australia for what will be their 14th regatta covering 6 continents.

But these guys aren’t just about sailing.  They are guided by a set of principles, which includes ‘Give Back’.  Through their charity Sailstrong (www.sailstrong.com) they have raised money for a variety of charities in the regions where they sail.

The Escaped Aussies also a lot of fun doing it (another of their principles), bringing  tremendous energy and the Australian attitude to all the regattas that they sail. They have been known to rock the house with their singing, upstage Larry Ellison during evening ceremonies, fix winches with Peter Harken, party with Peter Conrad, and pull off some finishes that surprise the locals. 

The unique group of global friends have put together their campaign for Hamilton Island Race Week 2007. Led by their Skippers Darren Shipard (Daz) and Kieran Duck, The Escaped Aussies will hit the shore of Australia in early August to party and practice in Sydney before heading north. They have entered a 47ft yacht in the Premier IRC division (described as the Superyachts by race organisers)

They come from all over the world who have an Australian background in common. Some have lived or were born in Australia.  Others are Australians now living around the world.   They keep in touch and maintain their friendship by sailing in regattas all over the world.

Video intro at: http://www.sailstrong.org/hamilton2007.php 

The Escaped Aussies have raced in 14 regattas on all 6 continents including:
Antigua Race Week – Antigua
Cowes Week – UK

Kings Cup – Thailand
City Sail Championships – France (Twice)

Les Voiles de St. Tropez – France
J-Fest  – San Francisco

Elliott Nationals – USA
Business Cup – Croatia

Mount Gay Regatta – Barbados
MEXORC – Puerto Vallarta, Mexico

Windsor Cup – UK
Table Bay Race Week – South Africa

Heineken Regatta – St. Maarten
Hamilton Island Race Week – Australia (2007)


Through their sailing they hope to accomplish each of their principles: 

· Fun: The Escaped Aussies are a global group of friends that experience the world by participating in the world’s best regattas.  Regattas with great parties are a top priority!

· Learn: No professionals here, we compete hard but make learning a priority for our team. The EA Crew also shares information on all the regattas we race in to make the world of sailing a smaller place. 

· Win:  We take our sailing and our sponsors seriously. We also realize that there are more ways to win than being first across the line. 

· Give Back: The Escaped Aussies have started their own charity, SailStrong, (http://www.sailstrong.org  ) to give back at each port that they visit. They have raised thousands of dollars for Cancer Support, Special Olympics, and an Orphanage. 

Hamilton Island 07 Crew:  Alan Slothower (Yank living in Atlanta USA), Brett Bonthron (Yank living in San Francisco), Darren Shipard (Aussie living in London), Jamie Clouten (Aussie – Sydney), Kieran Duck (Aussie – Sydney), Marcus Kalapos (Canadian living in Toronto, grew up in NT), Rob  Allan (Aussie – Sydney), Stu Fox (Aussie living in Hong Kong), and Stu Nash (Brit living in Sydney)

