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Escaped Aussies Press Release 

A great way to see the world; to regularly connect with friends spread across the globe; to give something back to the community: all of these are motivations for the Escaped Aussies to pursue their lifelong mission to sail all of the world’s best sailing regattas.

The name “Escaped Aussies” is a novel reference to convict Australia. It is a metaphor for having escaped (the prison colony of) Australia. Most of the 40 people who have sailed with the Escaped Aussies are not, in fact, Australian but do have some connection to Australia. Some team members, at best, simply relate to the Australian sense of adventure and egalitarian style of “mate-ship”. In reality Australia has very little to do with what the Escaped Aussies are about today. 

The Escaped Aussies would not regard themselves as “great sailors” but would regard sailing as a great way to achieve their aims. Few other sports offer a wide variety of exotic locations where a highly interdependent team works so closely together, a week at a time, in the healthy outdoors. The comradeship often means bonds are formed which last a lifetime. 
The Escaped Aussies were formed in the year 2000. In1999 a small group of friends living in Australia were dispersed, most because of their work, to various parts of the globe. They were then looking for ways to stay connected. A number of ideas were proposed and, despite limited sailing experience, Antigua Race Week 2000 was chosen as the inaugural meeting place.  

Since then they have completed over 16 regattas including Cowes Week in England, Cork Week in Ireland, Kings Cup in Thailand, Hamilton Island Race Week in Australia, Table Bay race week in South Africa, Mexorc in Mexico, Les Voilles de St Tropez in France and Business Cup in Croatia. This year they will compete in Marmaris Race Week in Turkey. On the agenda for coming years is Ihlabela in Brazil, British Virgin Islands regatta in the Carribean, Kiel week in Germany and Raja Muda in Malaysia. 
The Escaped Aussies concept has grown and evolved into a well organized once-a-year event that has lead to the formation of relationships, a marriage, career moves and a tight global network that has spawned opportunities few could ever have imagined. 

Charitable giving is an inspiration borne from one of their many regattas. While in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, the five star marina housing crews and boats shielded poverty nearby. That is until the Escaped Aussies met a local resident heavily involved with orphanages in the area. This was an epiphany to the team who realized that sailing crews often fly in and out of magnificent locations without noticing neighboring communities desperately in need. 

The Escaped Aussies decided to do something about it. In this case, the entire crew went to a wholesale market and bought desperately needed supplies for a local orphanage including diapers and baby food. There were tears in the eyes of the crew as the children with smiling faces helped carry goods from the truck to their modest housing. Joy was soon followed by sadness as four new babies were delivered to the overcrowded orphanage that same day. 
The team’s eyes were opened and it was understood that no matter which global sailing location, there was always an opportunity to give back.  The Escaped Aussies now seek out a local charity in need in every place they sail. Recent charities include a scholarship for aboriginal children in Australia and the royal lifeboats association in Cork who rescued a number of crews delivering boats to Cork Race week when hit by bad weather. 
The charity goal has become a critical piece of who the Escaped Aussies are and is given the highest priority at each event. The team appoints a Vice President of Charity to lead the organization behind giving which can take some effort according to the team. Charitable giving features in the regatta preparation manual written by the Escaped Aussies. It not only covers how to prepare to win, but also how to organize the best possible on-shore and off-shore regatta experience.
The deep experience collected at each regatta over the last 8 years has fed a finely tuned regatta preparation process. Their Regatta Manual is clear evidence. It covers boat selection and preparation, crew management, accommodation, catering, crew kit and even music selection. Music selection is carefully managed to match the local culture and character of the event. The CD and custom made cover is a souvenir for all the crew to take with them and relive the memories of each regatta every time they play the CD in future. 

Roles for all these tasks are identified well in advance and an organization of VP’s, CFO and CEO are created to manage tasks as smoothly as possible. This approach clearly carried over from the crews’ corporate experience. It is taken semi-seriously and only used where it contributes to the fun of an event. Fun is seen as multi-dimensional by the Escaped Aussies and it goes well beyond the parties.
In their opinion, the Escaped Aussies profoundly understand the key elements that make a perfect regatta. They are: cost, exotic location, friendliness of the locals, sailing conditions, weather and the social scene. At the end of the regatta each element is honestly ranked on a scale from one to four with four being the highest rating. The results for each regatta are then published on their website: www.escapedaussies.com for all to see. 
Today future regattas are selected based on their expected performance against these criteria. If one or more elements are anticipated to be too low, the regatta may be passed over; “such is the belief in our own rating system from years of experience” says London based Darren Shipard, skipper of the Escaped Aussies. As an example, the Marmaris Regatta in Turkey, to be completed this year, was partly chosen due to its low cost in the credit crunch environment. It has the attraction of being roughly a third of the average cost of other regattas. 

The skipper is already working on a publication which will cover the world’s best regattas. According to Shipard, it is a compilation of experiences and learning’s to be made available to the rest of the sailing community and those wishing to live an adventurous lifestyle. “We want to make the nomadic world of global regatta trekking an easier and accessible experience for others”, remarks Shipard. 

The Escaped Aussies are sometimes asked if the concept will be commercialized. That is, members of the general public paying to join an Escaped Aussies regatta.  “It can be commercialized but we will absolutely not do that, not now, not ever” says Brett Bonthron, a founding member of the Escaped Aussies based in San Francisco.  “We share all costs equally and include a premium to fund our charity efforts, but we don’t profit”. 
The Escaped Aussies view is that such a commercial venture would detract from the aims of the team and the experiences that money can’t buy would be undermined by a focus to turn a profit. 
So how do you get in? “Know a member of the team and ask to come along is the best way”, says Brett. “If your personality fits and you can contribute to the team mission then you are in. It’s more important than sailing ability”.
It sounds like a lifestyle only possible for the wealthy, but their experience shows something different. “Our costs on average per person are $1500 to $2000 for the week all inclusive except flights”, says Alan Slothower, a founding member and the groups CFO. “It’s amazing value for the experience and can be cheaper than most other forms of holiday if you are staying in a hotel”. 
“This is an event everybody looks forward to with great enthusiasm each year. It has become a staple diet that we cannot live without”, says Kieran Duck one of the few Australian based Escaped Aussies. “Each year we predict we will have great fun and interesting experiences, but that is the only thing predictable; there are always surprises” says Duck. 

“Personally I look forward to sharing my sailing, work, and other experiences with my fellow team members over a few beers on the deck. We see each other only once per year. We are great mates and we are brutally honest with each other; honesty that is sometimes hard to find at home in our time pressured work and domestic lives. These annual events pull us out of that, if only for one week and it is strangely therapeutic”. 
The word “Escaped” then seems to take on more than the obvious meaning and perhaps, without knowing it, the Escaped Aussies chose a name that encapsulates a vital ingredient: quality time with friends in a surreal playground for adults a distance away (an Escape) from mundane normality. 
Would it provide the same fulfillment if the Escaped Aussies were independently wealthy enough to do this full time for the rest of their lives? “Probably not, to be honest” says Germany based Dirk, a recent addition to the Escaped Aussies. “ That would be like living next to Disney Land in Paris and having a key to come and go as you pleased any time of day or night”, he says, “ the novelty would wear off”. “But I would like to try it and then let you know” he qualifies. 
Perhaps we should all try it, at least for a week per year because the more we learn about the Escaped Aussies it’s less about sailing, which seems a convenient enabler, and more about lifestyle. A unique , affordable experience, on-shore and off-shore made possible only by a rich mix of destination, personalities, trust, weather, teamwork, competition and, of course, time. 
www.escapedaussies.com


